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SUBJ: GERMAN SALE OF NATURAL GAS SEPARATION PLANT TO 
USSR 

REF: STATE 272735 

WE INQUIRED OF THE ECONOMICS MINISTRY AS TO THE STATUS 
OF THE US DEMARCHE. WE WERE INFORMED THAT FOLLOWING 
OUR AIDE MEMOIRE OF SEPTEMBER 8 THE ECONOMICS MINISTRY 
HAD REOPENED ITS STUDY OF THE CASE AND HAD CONSULTED 
ONCE AGAIN WITH THE MANUFACTURER, LINDE, AND WITH 
THE FOREIGN OFFICE. FOLLOWING THESE DISCUSSIONS 
THE ECONOMICS MINISTRY SUBMITTED THE CASE ONCE AGAIN 
TO THE DEFENSE MINISTRY WHICH STILL HAS IT UNDER STUDY. 
WE WERE ADVISED THAT A REPLY WILL PROBABLY NOT BE 
FORTHCOMING FROM THE DEFENSE MINISTRY UNTIL THE END 
OF NOVEMBER. WILL ADVISE AS SOON AS WE HEAR SOMETHING. 
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